F.A.I.T.H – Trust
This study will stretch your thinking about trust and cause you to seek a beginning point to your spiritual journey.  Trust is an idea that people don’t depend or rely on.  God made us to trust in Him, but since Adam and Eve sinned and didn’t take God on His word we walk and depend on different things in life.  Some of you don’t trust anyone at all, because of hurts in your past, people who let you down or a situation which made you vulnerable to the point of embarrassment.  
On a daily basis we trust in different things and people from starting a car, sitting on a chair, or flying in a plane.  Sometimes we take for granted some of our rights and privileges we have being Americans in this great land.  We don’t realize how much protection, provision, and freedoms Americans have that citizens of other countries do not.
Let us now begin our study of trust.  When Adam and Eve sinned, God sought and provided a way to cleanse ourselves of sin by shedding the blood of an animal.  We see in Genesis 3:21 and 24, before God drove out Adam and Eve from the garden, He clothed them with garment of skin.  Adam and Eve remembered that God said, He “shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” Genesis 3:15b.  God was talking to the serpent, the devil, describing that the devil will bruise Jesus Christ’s heel by putting him to the cross, but Jesus Christ will bruise the devil on the head, which will destroy him when Jesus is resurrected from the grave. 
Adam and Eve trusted God’s Word about having a man child to go back into the garden.  In Genesis 4:1, Eve says, “I have gotten a manchild with the help of the Lord”.  Imagine being in control of the whole garden, and then one day you broke the God’s Law, causing the consequence removal from the garden.  Adam and Eve took for granted being in the garden and following guidelines.  They ignored the warning sign of getting to close to trouble and didn’t trust or follow God’s Word.  In your own life, what decisions have you made that were good or bad?  If you were Adam and Eve, what would you have done?  Why didn’t Adam and Eve trust God before they fell?  How much of your life do you trust God?
Let us focus our attention to trust in the New Testament, specifically in Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament contains numerous scripture verses about Jesus’s coming making a way or opening a door to having eternal life.  The Gospels talk about Jesus’ ministries.  In Luke 1: 26-38, Mary trusted angel Gabriel’s message, about Jesus’ birth.  In Matthew 1:19, Joseph was sleeping and an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to encourage him not put Mary away privately, but to continue with the pregnancy. Joseph trusted this dream.  
In Luke 2: 41 - 52, we see Joseph, Mary and Jesus are at Jerusalem for the Passover, and Jesus was about 9 to 12 yrs. old.  Mary and Joseph were looking for Jesus, because He was gone for three days.  They found Him at the temple discussing the Old Testament scriptures, which amazed them.  Look in Luke 2:52, Jesus continued to be in subjection to his earthly parents, Mary and Joseph.  Jesus trusted his earthly parents. Why?  Jesus is God in the flesh.  How much more should we listen to our own parents or those in authority?
Let’s jump ahead in Jesus’s ministry to the garden of Gethsemane, Luke 22:39-46, when Jesus knows he will be getting arrested.  In Luke 22:42, Jesus says, “Father, if Thou are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done”.  Jesus is trusting God the Father to go through the worst punishment anyone would have ever gone through…bearing the cross for the sins of the entire world.  What would happen if Jesus said “No” to the cross?  …or, just did his own will?  
Let us do some comparing between Adam and Jesus Christ; Both were in a garden, and were given a test of trust.  Adam failed and the consequence was sin and destruction.  Jesus Christ did God’s will, with a consequence that brought life and restoration to that which was broken.  Whom do you trust in?
What is trust? See some different definitions: 
Trust is
1. reliance on the integrity, strength, ability, surety, etc., of a person or thing; confidence. 
2. confident expectation of something; hope. 
4. a person on whom or thing on which one relies: God is my trust. 
5. the condition of one to whom something has been entrusted.

Which definition don’t you agree with?  What would be a hindrance or lie that causes you not to trust God?  Do you think that unbelief is a new concept?   

After Jesus died on the cross, he was buried and put in a tomb.  He rose from the grave.  At this time, there were numerous sightings of Jesus Christ, especially by His disciples, but one of them, Thomas, had yet to see him.  John 20:26-29, is the account of Jesus appearing in the room with all of the disciples, including Thomas.  Here Jesus clearly makes a point to have Thomas, who doubted the resurrection, touch his side and the nail holes to prove He has risen from the dead.  Let me ask you a question; Are you another Thomas?  There is so much evidence that Jesus existed, but do you believe and see the truth?  

Who said this?
“If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it. The lie can be maintained only for such time as the State can shield the people from the political, economic and/or military consequences of the lie. It thus becomes vitally important for the State to use all of its powers to repress dissent, for the truth is the mortal enemy of the lie, and thus by extension, the truth is the greatest enemy of the State.”
Think about this quote.  What is it saying?  What is the mortal enemy?  What is the greatest enemy?  Do you believe this?  By the way Adolf Hitler said this in his war room. 
What does God need to do with you to get your attention?  You wonder why things happen to you?  You should know God exists, because in Romans 2:14-16 it says, 
For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.
[bookmark: _GoBack]God has His law written on your hearts, enabling you to know right from wrong, but you ignore the truth with yourself.  What kind of conscience do you have? Is it numb to the truth?  So, many people accept the lies…Are you one of them?  Accept God’s truth and stop believing the lies.  
This will bring us to the last point is to lead us into humble to holiness.  


