Initiate of Faith
We have seen the foundation and assurance of faith. Now, let us look at initiation or the initiating of faith.  The Old Testament starts with God creating mostly everything by speaking it into existence, without assistance or existing material.  Then, recall that Adam and Eve broke God’s command by eating from the Tree of Knowledge.  Don’t forget God had a relationship with Adam and Eve before they sinned.  Plus, Adam and Eve were sinless, which they had no faults prior to the fall.  Here are a couple of questions leading into this study:  Who created the earth?  Who created the animals?  Who created Adam?  Who wanted Adam not to be left alone?  In Genesis 2:18 it says   “The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” Who initiated contact after the fall of Adam and Eve?  Let us start in the Garden after the fall, please take your Bible look in Genesis 3: 8-9.
This passage speaks about how God was walking in the garden seeking Adam and Eve among the trees of the garden.  God asked a question “Where are you”?  God is asking that of you.  Where are you?  Have you ever thought of God looking for you?  The Bible says, God knows the number of hairs on your head:  Matthew 10:29-31
Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows
You are valuable in the eyes of God, because you have His image:  Look up Genesis 1:26-27, it says,
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

People don’t understand how valuable they are before God.  God gave Adam and Eve a test to determine how much Adam and Eve trusted and believed God at his Word.  Adam and Eve took on their own desire and responsibility and broke God’s law, so God kicked them out of the garden and cursed the ground. God made Adam and Eve accountable for their actions of disobedience.  Even though it was one law they broke, God initiated salvation, look at Genesis 3:15 it says: 

“And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

This passage of scripture indicates that God already initiates salvation for mankind to meet His holy standards.  Sin will never reign or occupy anywhere in heaven.  God wants you to have a personal relationship with Him, do you have one?  Why not?  Reflect on some of these verses 

Roman 5:17-19
For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 
So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 


God desires to have personal relationship with everyone, but not everyone desires to have a personal relationship with God.  Jesus Christ was the second Adam, which brought our justification between God and man.  In 1 Corinthians 15:44-46 it says, 
 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written, “The first MAN, Adam, became a living soul.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual
We see that God has made a claim to humankind that we have God’s image and likeness.  However, we continue to accept disobedience as the normal standard.  Adam and Eve broke God’s Law, but they still continued with having the image of God.  God accepts you for who you are as an individual, His creation.  He created you and no matter what you have done, if you confess your sin and ask for forgiveness, accept Jesus Christ’s work on the Cross and believe He was raised from the dead, it is forgiven.  Look up Psalm 32:5

Psalm 32:5 
I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “ I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah. 

Take a few minutes to think on Psalm 32:5. 

God chosen the nation Israel to lead people to Him, which the Israelites couldn’t get rid of those religious gods, that were distracting their faith in the true God.  Moses had a huge encounter with God, Look up Exodus 3: 1-7. 
God initiated first with Moses by name to complete a task.  Plus, God knew Moses and Moses didn’t know God until God acted first.

God has enacted His faithfulness first throughout time, while mankind has questioned whether or not God even exists.  Have you ever questioned God’s existence? Do you realize, he eagerly waits for your companionship?  Do you seek God personally?  How many excuses have you come up with of not reading your Bible, attending church on Sundays, or going to youth group?  Look at Romans 1:19-21.  

In Romans 1:19-21 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

God have us more than enough evidence whether or not He exists.  The question is have you harden or darkened your heart about God and His desire to have a personal relationship with you?  God continues to operate the whole universe on daily basis and you never take notice of His Work.  Little more personal, every heart beat in your body, God is in control?  You never take notice or give credit to the power of God.  Maybe it is time to discover God’s love and grace and stop playing with your eternal future.  
From the very beginning God has enacted to humankind and some have accepted and others have not.  Which group are you in?  What makes it hard to make a decision to trust God?  Let us look at one more verse: 
Hebrew 13:5-9
Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “i will never desert you, nor will i ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “the lord is my helper, i will not be afraid. what will man do to me?” Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace…
[bookmark: _GoBack]Don’t be afraid to make a decision for Jesus Christ.  He made this promise for you.  Trust in Him.    


