Humble to Holiness
We continue our study of having faith by looking at the need to humble ourselves to holiness.  God desires to have a relationship with the whole world, John 3:16.  Through the discussions from the past couple of weeks, we should realize need for God in our lives. However, some make excuses and others ignore the truth about God and life after death.  Recall that we discussed before that we accept Satan’s lie about God’s truth.  Satan or the devil wants to destroy you at any or all cost.  God desires to have the best for you since He created you.  In Leviticus 11:43-45, it says, 

“Do not render yourselves detestable through any of the swarming things that swarm; and you shall not make yourselves unclean with them so that you become unclean.  For,  I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.  For I am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.”

In this verse, God is speaking to Moses and Aaron and to the Israelites for their protection. Israel was a special nation, which was the people that were God’s chosen people. God was caring for Israel to protect them against unforeseen dangers along the way to the Promised Land.  This is the same concept for us today.  God cares for us on a daily basis, but since we have fallen short of His holiness He has given us His Word and His spirit, which we’ll talk about later.  
 
Let us break down these verses, God is warning us that we shouldn’t make ourselves detestable or continue to have a sinful life expecting no consequences.  It is our nature inside us to do the wrong thing(s) sometimes taught by other people.  What kinds of worldly activities do you enjoy the most?  For instance, disobeying your parents?  Not listening to authority?  Having a sexual relationship?  Cheating on an exam?  Underage drinking with friends?  All of these are some examples.  Let us look into Romans 1:18-32
For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 
And just as they did not see fit  to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;  and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
Paul wrote the book of Romans many years ago, but we read and can relate to these words as today’s headlines.  How many of these acts have you committed?  Be very honest with yourself and do some self-examination.  What does your heart tell you?  Be totally honest.  Are you ignoring how disobedient and bad you really are?  
If we looked at the Ten Commandments: Can you know all Ten Commandments?
In Exodus 20: 1-21
1. “You shall have no other gods before Me. 
2. “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 
3. “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not  leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 
4.  “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 
5.  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you. 
6.  “You shall not murder. 
7.  “You shall not commit adultery. 
8.  “You shall not steal. 
9. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
10.  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
If you break one law you break them all.  For instance, Have you ever taken something that wasn’t yours without permission?  Have you ever told a lie? If you did, you broke the whole law.  Don’t believe in the lie. That means you are unclean and guilty before a Holy God.  You need to do a present day reality check of the condition you are in.  Think about it.  This is not a movie, dream, video game, or bad social network flap.  
In Hebrews 12:20 it is “But God said unto him, thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.”.  
In Romans 6:23 it is “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
These verses talk about death, which isn’t funny, but Hollywood or MTV at times makes it to be that way.  The belief is that it won’t happen to my friends or family.  We destroy our own bodies with alcohol, drugs, and having sex outside of marriage. We as a society put these things on a TV show and glorify sin and destruction.  You then wonder why serious things happen to you, your family, or friends.  You believe a lie.  People earn death, because of the sin in their lives or their disobedience to the Word of God.  We con ourselves into believing it doesn’t exist, but it does.  
Romans 3:10 it says, As it is written, there is none righteous, no, not one. 
In Isaiah 64:8 it is “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
We are all unclean before God.  That is why we have grace.  What does grace mean to you? The definition of grace is, “a manifestation of favor, especially by a superior”.  Grace can mean that we don’t earn it, but it is a gift.  Look again at romans 6:23b, “But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  God knows that you can’t save yourself and no amount of works can get you into heaven or have eternal life.  
You need to realize the state that you’re in and let go of the pride or arrogance and come to realization that you are not alone.  Jesus Christ died over 2000 years ago and changed history forever.  
In 2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
In Exodus 14:13a  But Moses said to the people, “ Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you today;

Don’t be in fear of God’s grace and mercy.  You need to humble before God: Jesus Christ and ask Him to come into your life and make you whole.  You have an empty void missing in your life nothing can fill it but Jesus Christ.  In John, 3:3, “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

In Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.  “If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; “But if you refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword.” Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

The only way to heaven or have eternal life is through the bloody cross of Jesus Christ.  In Hebrews 9:21-22, it says, And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood.  And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  

The only way is to humble yourself before Almighty God and examine your life now.  Don’t wait. We already looked up Romans 3:10.  Look up Acts 17:30-31,  “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  because He has fixed a day in which He will judge  the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”  
Repent is going the opposite way from the old way.  You used to go with the current down the river, but now you will go against the current and stay firm in your decision.  In Romans 10:9-10,13, it says, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;  for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” And in verse 13, for “whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

There are a couple of steps you need to do by yourself or ask your leader for assistance.  
1. Acknowledge that you are a sinner
2. There must be a turning away from sin
3. Believe what Jesus Christ did for you: Which He died, was buried and rose again
4. Invite Jesus to indwell in your life. 

Think through on these verses.
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