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Let’s review the five parts of faith that we taught over the past five weeks. The first part was the foundation of faith.  God was in the beginning. He created every living thing.  God never grows old, nor changes His mind.  He is holy and desires us to have a relationship with Him, but our sin debt condition needs to be dealt with first before we can.  He is the author of life and death, as He is in control of everything. He has authority to determine who goes to heaven or and who does not.  

In the second part, we discussed our assurance in God, especially Jesus Christ.  We compared truth to relativism, showing how we make up our own mind, thinking that is the truth.  Our heart is desperately wicked. We don’t care to understand this, but it drives us every day.  We exchange the truth for a lie and accept the lie as solid truth. It crumbles, however, when the real truth is revealed.

In part three, we learned that God had a relationship with Adam and gave him a help mate. We know the human race has the image of God, unlike other living things that were created.  When Adam broke God’s command or law He made them accountable for their disobedience.  We inherited their sin nature, but Jesus Christ came to die in our place for payment of the sin debt.  

The fourth part was trust, specifically trusting in Jesus Christ.  We don’t generally trust other people until they prove themselves.  What more proof do you need about Jesus Christ’s actions toward humanity?  We trust everything else, but not the one who gave His life for us.  

The fifth part was realizing the need to humble ourselves to repentance.  It must be understood that each of us cannot ever work enough to obtain eternal life.  Everyone who is born has a void that needs to be filled. We use other temporary things that don’t last long. We continue to try other things and ignore the real truth.

The last thing I would like to study about faith is conflict.  We see conflict between family and against family, neighbor against neighbor, state against state, and nation against nation.  There are conflicts within us to obey or not to obey.  

Question: When was the first conflict or sin?  Was it in the garden or in heaven?  
Answer: Heaven.  Surprised ???

Look in Isaiah 14:12-14,  How many “I” do you see and read:

“How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 
“But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God,  And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
I will ascend to heaven…I will raise my throne above the stars of God…I will sit on the mount of assembly…I will ascend above the heights of the clouds…I will make myself like the Most High. 

This passage is considered to be the fall of Lucifer.  Scripture tells us that Lucifer was second in command and the most beautiful angel.  Pride entered into him, and he decided to be like God.  God didn’t accept this rebellion or sin, so He expelled Lucifer and put him out of heaven for good, along with other angels who believed in Lucifer.  So Lucifer, in a jealous rampage, continues to go against God’s plan for us.  Lucifer continues to be jealous and has hatred toward God and His creation.  God allows Lucifer, later called Satan, to think he is in control. He is not.  Remember, God wanted to test Adam and Eve, but Satan fooled or tempted them into breaking God’s Law.  That Satan counterfeits it to be his own everything that was created by God.  Since the fall of Adam we continue to have conflicts with each other.  Do you have this concept of belief that you can reach God’s power? …that you continue to live the lie that you can be in control?

Look up Ephesians 6:10-12
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

This passage tells us that our struggle or conflict is not about families, neighbors, or countries, but the schemes of the devil.  There are repeated struggles around us constantly, which we don’t see.  We are reminded that the devil wants to destroy you.       

1 Peter 5:7-9  
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

The devil is pictured as a lion that is on the prowl.  Are you easy prey for the devil to devour you?  We don’t even realize what or who is after us.  You live day in and day out ignoring the real truth about the spiritual battle around you, as if it doesn’t exist.  Possibly have you taken the stand Lucifer has taken: I will.  I will.  I will.  I will.  I will.  Is that your attitude toward God?  Another thought is: Lucifer was a created angel, and God was not. Who has the most dominant power: God or Lucifer? 

This is a list of Satan’s rap sheet:
He continues to have a Lying spirit, and our adversary (1 Peter 5:8). 
He is the father of lies (John 8:44) 
He is the spirit that works in all disobedient people (Ephesians 2:2).  

These are some of activities he is behind to destroy you.   Now you know the truth, please don’t stop or hesitate about the gift of eternal life.  Ever since Lucifer fell his target was God’s creation and he will continue to influence you at all cost, even your life.  Lucifer is death and destruction.  Jesus Christ is life and purpose. 

In 2 Timothy 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance  their own desires,  and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.    

We see this verse tells us we turn away from the truth and are tickled by ignorance.  We should not be devoted to Harry Potter, MTV, Vampires, Witches, psychic readers, social networks, etc.  We’ll believe material on cable, but we doubt God’s truth, even though it still stands over time.  What kind of faith fake promise are you putting yourself into?  

And for the real truth:

Acts 4:11:12 He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner stone.  and there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”   

He is Jesus Christ and this verse is talking about how no one can obtain true faith unless they repent of their sin and accept that Jesus Christ died, was buried, and rose again.  In Romans 2:1 it says you are without excuse.  

In Romans 3:19-20
Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the works of the Law, no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

Read this verse twice.  Everyone will be accountable and no works will be justified in God’s sight. What is going to happen if you die today?  What would happen?  Are you willing to gamble your life for lies and deceit?   

Over these past six weeks, we have gone through a lot of material in short amount of time.  Please review each part for deeper study of God’s Word.  May God’s Spirit renew and energize your spirit to expand the Kingdom of God.  But first, put your faith in Jesus Christ and change your life forever.  
