
Nov. 6, 2011
Session 5, Faith: Planted to Grow.
LIVE a real Faith Walk with Jesus!
Text:  Luke 17:5-6
Review the faith principles:
· In whom do you put your trust…the #1 thing…(Jesus)
· We need to HEAR the Lord’s Voice and know it is Him
· Obedience to God’s voice: get out of the boat
· our faith should GROW
· a very small amount of faith can accomplish much
· living out our faith, is in DIRECT PROPORTION to our trusting God
Lord, please increase our faith…is that YOUR prayer too?
This week, you’ll be approaching the study and session 5 a little differently.
I’ll still be doing some of the teaching on the DVD, 
	but I’m also going to have some of the teaching done through real, 
	current, LIFE-stories from some of our people.
And all of them show us how God worked in their lives 
	to bring them to the place where they would ask the Lord 
	to do just like the disciples did… “Lord, increase our faith.”
There are TWO questions though, that you and I have to ask ourselves, 
	and these are probably the TWO biggest and toughest questions 
		you’ll have to answer in your walk with Jesus…
At various times, we all have to come to ask ourselves, 
1. “Do I really want this to happen?”
2. And IF I do, then am I willing to allow God 
	to do whatever He needs to in my life to grow my faith, 
		and will I obey Him?
You might be at one of those points right now in your own life.
Do you really want to increase your faith?  
As a senior adult…do you?
As a middle adult…do you?
As a young adult…do you?
As a teenager…do you?

Ok…well, the disciples apparently wanted more faith 
	which is why they asked Jesus what they did.
As I thought about that as I read that passage, 
	I really had to ask, Why do I think they wanted more? 
	In other words, what stimulated them asking that question?
We can actually find the answer in the Bible…
Listen to “I am the good shepherd. I know My own sheep, and they know Me,” (John 10:14, HCSB)”
And “My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27, HCSB) 

Think about this…
	Who were the disciples walking with?  Jesus.
Had they not seen some of the things that Jesus was doing? 
	And when Jesus was questioning the religious leaders, 
	what He said to them, 
	talks about what He had been showing the disciples…
	listen to John 10:25, Jesus said, 
	“….“The works that I do in My Father’s name testify about Me.” 
		(John 10:25, HCSB) 
Again, the disciples had been walking with Jesus 
	and talking with Him 
	and watching Him do the works of God that did in fact 
		give testimony of Him.
And because these fellows were in fact 
	‘followers of Jesus…His disciples, in other words,’ 
	then it would make sense that from what they had seen and heard, 
		that they were figuring out that they too could be 
			more deeply involved in the ministry of Jesus 
			IF they had a stronger faith.
So out of these verses here in Luke, we see a couple things 
	that apply to our lives and our faith and its growth.
1. First off, let’s learn something from the disciples...
	that being…faith and walking close to Jesus go hand in hand.  
Here again, we’ve got to remember that the disciples were spending 
	a LOT of time with Jesus.  
	They weren’t on some short term mission trip with Jesus…
	nor were they just going to school with Him 
	and doing field trips then going back home…
		instead, they were spending each day with Him.
So they were in His presence...in the presence of the MASTER…
	and they were talking with Him...
	they were listening to Him...
		they were watching Him as He went about His life.
So, they recognized that Jesus was in fact “moving mountains” in people's lives, 
	but in doing so, Jesus was also turning 
	what had become an “empty programmed 
	“go through the motions religion” on its nose, 
	and the people were…for the first time in many, many years, 
		the people were seeing that God was really Someone to worship, 
		He was in fact Someone who LOVED them just as they were…
		and He was Someone they could love, 
		and Someone to serve alongside, 
		and Someone to have a truly meaningful living relationship with.  
	He was not some inanimate and lifeless god like ALL 
		the other religions believed in.  
	So, suddenly, the commandments, 
		‘thou shall have NO others gods before you took on new and real 			meaning.  You shall worship the Lord God with all your heart, and 			with all your soul, and with all your might, suddenly came alive…
The disciples saw the difference, and they wanted to increase their faith.
In fact, This LIVING Lord, Jesus Christ, who died and rose from the dead, 
	is the key difference between the gods of other religions 
	and the God of all Creation Whom we worship and serve…
	our God is alive…He is NOT Dead, 
		nor is He just some idol, nor is He just some ‘good teacher’…
		He is alive and He really is the King of King, 
		Who gives LIFE, and Who gives HOPE, 
		and Who gives Love, and Who gives salvation 
			and rescue from our sins.
So as you think about HOW closely the disciples were following Jesus, ask yourself, this question…
	How closely are YOU walking with Jesus these days?  
	Are you talking with Him regularly?  
	Are you reading His Word (the Bible regularly)?  
	Are you seeking Him first in ALL things?  
		If you are, you are probably starting to ask that Jesus increase your 				faith just as the disciples did.
2. Second, like the disciples we also need to know that Jesus is the one Who increases our faith.  
This is so important.
You see, it’s not just stuffing our heads with Sunday School or Church answers 	that we can regurgitate so we sound super-religious.  
	That won’t increase your faith.  
	Sure you need to study and read your Bible, 
		but just having all the ‘text-book’ answers doesn’t help, 
			UNLESS we live God’s Word and put it into practice in our lives.
The disciples recognized, even if in just a small way, 
	that any faith increase had to come from the Lord.  
	That's why they said to Him, Lord, increase our faith.
Again, though, so often we look in all the wrong places 
	for things to help increase our faith.
Some people think that if they just read more religious books on faith 
	that somehow that will help them increase their faith…
Some think that if they talk all holy all the time, 
	they’ll be able to increase their faith and make God happy.
Some also think that if they get into every ministry or every religious movement 	they’ll somehow increase their faith and again, somehow make God happy.
And some think that if they go to the right church that has all 
	the current ‘fad’ stuff going on, 
	or all the ‘right children and youth and adult programs’ 
	that somehow because of their affiliation with that church, 
		they’ll have an increasing faith.
Guess what…unless you’re going to go to Jesus for Him to increase your faith, 	you’ll just end up very busy, and maybe even become 
	a ‘real ministry junkie’ and eventually end up feeling drained, 
	and start drifting farther from the Lord, 
	because you’ve tried to substitute your works 
		for the relationship out of which your faith will come.   
	And while you might look like you’ve got faith because 
		you’re super busy in religion, 
		you’re real faith factor is pegging at zero…
			you’re just trying to imitate.
We need the real deal in our lives…we need faith that comes from Jesus!
This is what the disciples were starting to understand 
	and so they went to Jesus and said, “Lord, increase our faith.”
Jesus loves us, and wants to give us only the best.  
	So let’s rely on Him and go to Him first.  
What He always gives is perfect, and is just right for each of us.  
It’s very easy for Jesus to do just what we ask in this faith department…
	but we need to want that faith just like the disciples did, 
	and then Go to Jesus.  
so would you allow Jesus to Grow your faith this week?
 Then just follow Him, and obey what He tells you.
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