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Faith: Planted to Grow session 4
Key characteristics of faith in action
1) Obedience
2) Prayer
3) Deepening trust of God
4) Visible faith
Joshua 5:13-6:1-20
Today as we enter week 4 of our Faith Planted to Grow study, 
	I want us to look at a passage from the Old Testament 
	that shows us several of the Faith Principles 
		you'll be going over in your small groups this week.  
By the way, if you’re not in a small group yet…it’s still not too late…
	there are still several weeks to go, and you’ll really get 
		some great teaching and learning experiences together.
Well…our passage comes from Joshua 5:13-6:20.  It's a rather lengthy passage, 
	so you might want to keep your Bibles open to it so 
		you can refer to it as I share with you.
You see, the Israelites had entered into the Promised Land 
	and were now near the fortified city of Jericho.  
	And as it says in v. 13, Joshua looked up and saw 
		a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword.
One of the things I noticed as I read through verse 6:20 
	was that there is a very distinct tie with the religious obedience and  with Holiness as Joshua exercises his faith.  
This is important even for us today 
		and we learn more about how the holy aspect fits into our faith 
as we examine what had been the emphasis in the earlier chapters of this book...
	you see, in the earlier part of this book the emphasis 
		was placed on Israel's preparation especially as it applied to their 			relationship with God.  
so much of what we see didn't deal with getting ready for battles, 
	but instead dealt with getting ready spiritually 
	so that the Israelites could accomplish what God had 
		for them in the days that lay ahead.  
The thing that God was working in their lives was about them 
	having a growing trust and dependence upon God, 
		and not their own abilities or lack of abilities.  
And in that, we see one of the Faith Principles working here, 
	and this principle, which you’ll be learning more of in your study this week 		and in the weeks ahead, is that our faith is 
		directly proportionate to our trust level in God.  
So, it’s no wonder that God was working on the 
	Relationship with the Israelites…and He does the same with us today…
Because the closer we walk with Jesus and the more our relationship with HIM 	grows and the more we trust Him, 
		the greater our faith and dependence upon Him also grows.  
As we then look more at this book, what we're going to see is that 
	because Israel was trusting God, 
	God did some really awesome and powerful things through them 
		and that led to their many blessings.
So, here is Joshua close to Jericho and he is sort of surprised 
	as he looks in front of him and sees this man with a drawn sword.  Apparently it startled him somewhat.  
In fact you and i would probably be somewhat started too to see 
	some big dude suddenly appear in front of us with a huge sharp sword.  
But i want you to see something here.  
And so that we find out who this person was, 
	we have to do a little bit of bible study...
	because if we do so, then we find out that…guess what...
	this exact same language is used just two other times 
	in the Old Testament...
	and both times it is a reference to ''the angel of the Lord." 
In Numbers 22:23 and 31 the “angel of the Lord” stood in front of Balaam 
	and barred his way, and then 1 Chronicles 21:16...
	“the angel of the Lord” stood before David 
	and threatened Israel over David's sin of numbering or counting Israel 
		when God had not told him to do so.  
So the language tells us that the man that Joshua faced was not just some man, 	but was from the Lord. 
There is also another key here to consider.  
In all cases in the Old Testament and also in the New Testament, 
	when someone encountered 
	an angel and they bowed down to worship and pay respect, 
	if the one they encountered was in fact an angel, 
		such as Michael or another, 
		that angel would tell them to get back up 
		because they were to only worhsip God.  
On the other hand, on the other times a person encountered this One Who 
	was called, the angel of the Lord, and they were not told 
	to not bow and worship, 
	these were always the pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord, Himself...
	such as when He appeared to Abraham.  
Such appearances of the Lord, Himself, are what are called a “theophany” (Theophany, from the Ancient Greek (ἡ) Θεοφάνεια (Τheophaneia,[1] meaning "appearance of God"),) 
So, we should best understand that 
	the Lord Himself was the One Who appeared to Joshua.
But notice what happens at this point...
	and this ALSO is ONE of our Faith Principles...
	that being:  that you need to know to Whom you're talking...
	i.e., you and I need to know when we're in God's presence 
	and that GOD is INDEED the One Who is talking to you.  
Joshua goes from his startled question of 'who are you for...us or our enemy'...
	to a recognition that this is someone to be in awe of...
		which is why he falls facedown...
Again, this is one of our 'Faith Principles' in action...recognizing the Lord.
Now, as we read that the Lord goes on in verse 2 
	to tell Joshua that He has already delivered Jericho into Israel's hands, 
		lot, stock, and barrel.  Awesome.  The Battle is already won!
I think Joshua probably got a bit excited over that.  
	You see, he had trusted God in the past, 
		and now here was one of those much bigger moments of 
		walking in faith with God and God was going to do something really 				BIG!  
		Sort of like us doing our Faith DVD and study guide 
			and who would have thought it would be going halfway 					around the world.
There are a couple of things that I believe we need to see here 
	as they apply to you and me today...
So, as you and I LEARN…we learn from Joshua's example...that first off, 
	through Joshua's questions and attitude, 
	we see that Joshua displaying 
		a 'humble' and 'obedient' and expectant attitude...
Next, Joshua also is displaying an attitude that shows 
	that he recognizes the superiority of the One Who is there in his presence; 	and then, Joshua also recognizes that his own…is the position of the 				servant...remember, now that here is Joshua, 
		who is now the sole human leader of the nation of Israel...
		here is Joshua, who was successful in getting the people across 
			the Jordan, and taking the land 
		BUT…this is important…JOSHUA doesn't go and get the 
			'big head'...or get all egotistical...
			instead, he's ready for what the Lord has to say to him.
This is important.  
that’s because so many times in our lives, 
	when good things happen because of some things we have done, 
	our natural tendency is to take credit for them ourselves, 
	even when we knew before they ever happened 
		that we needed to depend on God...
		but something happens in our heads once we see success...
		and we tend to adapt and brag that "I" did it...
			and "aren't I really pretty good!"
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	something that is very important…
	and that’s this thing of consistency in our Christian walk…
	in other words, we usually haven’t developed 
		a consistency in trusting the Lord in all things, 
		whether they are the big things 
		or whether they're the smaller day to day things, 
		such as even helping us navigate safely through our work day, 
		or trusting the Lord to protect us out on the highway. 
So, let’s think about all this…and ask ourselves, 
	“why is it then that Joshua responded as he did?  
	Why?...the answer is really pretty straightforward 
	when we look at Joshua’s life…it's because he has been walking with God 	and taking faith steps for some time now...
	he has been LEARNING to walk trusting God...
	PLUS, he had LEARNED from other Godly People...
	and from mistakes and doubters even…
	think about how he had a good mentor...
	he was one of the trusted men around Moses for some time. 
	Think of all the things Joshua learned from Moses.  
	It's no wonder then that Joshua was one of the guys (Caleb, the other)
		who came back with a positive report after spying out the land, 
		and telling Moses and the people that the land was good 
		and that they should follow God on into the land.  
It's no wonder then that God had Moses appoint Joshua as his successor.  
	Joshua had been growing in his faith and trust of walking with God.  
Let’s jump to our day and time, for just a moment… 
	Can you think of someone who has influenced your faith walk?	
	Does anyone in particular stand out?  Hope so.
	and as a maturing follower of Christ, yourself…who are you influencing?
Let's see now what instructions God gave Joshua...
	and think about how the priests and all the people reacted...
	the people were also following God in total trust this time, 
	unlike some of the previous times before when they balked 
		at following God's instructions after Moses had led them out of 			Egypt...perhaps in part, the not so faithful had all perished 
		in the Wilderness over those 40 years and the new generation 
		had grown up trusting God more and more, 
		and now under Joshua and in the Promised Land, 
		they understood that God would do the battle for them.  
I believe this is why the instructions that the Lord gave to Joshua 
	were really simple, but for them to be successful, 
	the people had to trust God explicitly.  
simple instructions…go out and march around the city 7 times, 
	with the priests leading the group.  Just march, no yelling.  
	Just march, no charging up to the walls and trying to scale them 
		in the usual military way of the day.  
		Just march around the walls with all the armed men…
		do this for 7 days...but on the seventh day, 
		march around the walls 7 times...not once.  
		7 times, march around with the priests blowing their trumpets...
		and on the 7th time around the trumpets were 
		to then make a long blast, and then all the people were to give a loud 		shout, and then something was going to happen...
	God would cause the walls to collapse.  
		And when they did then the people were to go straight in.  
I want you to listen to how Joshua gave the order to shout..."in v.16..."Shout!  
	For the Lord has given you the city.  The city and all that is in it are to be 	devoted to the Lord.  Only Rahab the prostitute shall be spared, because 	she hid the spies we sent.  But keep away from the devoted things so that 		you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them.” 
Do you think that the Joshua and the people demonstrated faith?  
I believe they really did, and in fact, they demonstrated 
	that faith that Jesus talked about when He said, in Matt. 17:20, 
	"if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 	Move from here to there, and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for 			you."  
I believe that because the people demonstrated their faith in God and obeyed His command, that it was out of that faith, 
	that the walls came down and they were able to destroy 
	this fortified city.  
It was also by that same amount of faith, that one person and her family inside 	that city which was going to be totally destroyed, that this one person, 	whose name was Rahab, had hidden the Israelite spies, 
	and now it was by her faith that God would fulfill His promise to spare her, 	that her life and that of her family was spared, 
	as you can read in chapter 6, v. 22, and she became part of 
		the lineage of David and our Lord, Jesus Christ.
The questions I'd like for each of us to think about this morning 
	and that I'd challenge each of us to work on are these:
1) In what are you trusting?  
	Are you trusting the Lord, or are you more in your own abilities, 
		and sometimes you just keep God around for 
		the really tough situations when you run out of options?
2) How well are you doing in the 'listen' to Jesus department?  
	Are you doing the things consistently that help you grow in your 		relationship with Him and therefore, in the things that will help your faith 	grow?  
	In other words, are you praying regularly?  
	Are you reading your Bible regularly?  
	Are you spending time getting to know and recognize Jesus' voice?
3) and are you obeying Him more and more?
I would ask you to try to PRACTICE the faith principles you'll be learning 
	more about this week...try to build some consistency in your faith walk.
Now, there may be someone here today who still needs to take 
	that first step of trust, and turn to Jesus and trust Him to be 
	your Savior and Lord.  
You can do it today...Jesus takes you just as you are...
	just follow the ABC's of trusting in Jesus...
	Admit you need Him and that you've sinned; 
	Believe that He is Who He says He is, and that He will save you 
		because of what He did on the cross for you; 
	and Confess Him as your Personal Savior and Lord...
	let Him manage your life...let Him manage all parts of your life.
Prayer.
