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Faith Planted to Grow
Session 3
the LEARN of Faith…HOW to recognize some things it takes to help our faith grow.
John 6: 5-9

In your study this week, you’ll also read about some people 
	who were trying to do some IMITATION in the faith department…
		in other words, they basically were faking it.  
		They knew the ‘right things to do and say,’ 
		or they had the ‘head-knowledge’…
			but they didn’t really know it in their hearts.
Then, as you go through your study, you’ll also read about these 10 guys 
	who really did in fact show their faith.  
	But I’ll leave you with that and let you all dig into God’s Word 
	and do some LEARNING from EXAMPLES during your study, though.
This morning, I want to set the stage for our study this week by focusing in on 
	this thing that most of us would just as soon 
		leave out of our own personal faith journey…
		and that’s that thing called, the ‘testing of our faith’…
		or what we might also call the ‘school of hard knocks’ 
			or the school of the ‘practical experience’…
	so even though most of us would just as soon like to ‘fast-forward’ past 
		the thing of ‘tests,’ God knows that we really do need them 
		in order for us to LEARN how to respond to HIM 
		and HOW to GROW as we go through these ‘growing experiences.’
The really good thing though, is that unlike some teachers I’ve had in the past, 	God gave us fair notice that we’d have these tests…
	in other words, we didn’t walk into the classroom of life one day, 
		and God chuckles, and says, surprise class…
			I’m giving you a pop-test today…
You see, God has already told us that we’d face tests at times…
He tells us so in His Word…listen to “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings. Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:1–4, NASB95) 
This passage explains to us that it’s really HOW we approach that ‘testing stuff’ 	that really does happen in our lives really, 
	that determines whether our faith grows or does not.  
For example, how do we handle ‘bad-news-moments’ vs. 
	how do we handle the news that our new home loan was approved?  
Or, How do we handles collapses in the stock market 
	that impact our financial well-being vs. 
		how do we handle receiving a surprise cash gift?  
Or, How do we handle getting a pink slip or a lay-off vs. 
	How do we handle it when we receive a promotion or raise at work?    
Or, How do we handle the death of a loved one vs. 
	how do we handle that birth of a new baby 
		or an invitation to a birthday party of close friend?  
It all comes down to our attitude in all things, 
	in other words, as a follower of Christ…
	
	do we have a mindset that says we really do believe God when He says 	
	
	through the Apostle Paul in Romans 8:28, “And we know that God causes 	all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 	are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28, NASB95) 
OUR Trusting God…knowing that He does in fact cause all things 
	to work together for good…
	is how we’ve got to approach this passage here in James as well…
	because that passage is telling us that we can either have 
		an attitude of a lack of faith towards God about those various trials 				which then produces things like 
			doubts, or anger, and even diminished trust towards God, 
		OR we can have an attitude of TRUSTING GOD in ALL things, 
			out of which God will produce JOY 
			and a growing and more completed faith in our lives…
	But, more importantly this is really the KIND of attitude 
		that God is looking for in us, 
		and this is the kind of attitude that comes directly out of 
			our TRUSTING of Jesus.
That said, I want to turn to the focus passage today 
	which you’ll also look at a bit in your study this week…
	and it’s one that shows us that Jesus uses a lot of things to test our faith, 			which leads to us learning how to grow in our faith.
You know, personally, I am not all that enthralled with tests…
	in fact, they usually produce stress in my life.  
		And if you’re honest, you’ll probably say the same.  
But again, thinking back to my seminary days and even my college days, 
	those tests, even Dr. Vaughan’s surprise Greek tests, 
	were designed to measure what we had learned, 
	or at least that’s what tests were supposed to do…
	so like those tests in school, life’s tests will also measure our faith 
		and test it, as James says.
Now, with that as a back drop, we then turn to John, chapter 6, 
	and here we read about the feeding of the 5000.  
	And we find that Jesus used this event to actually do some testing of 
		just how much the disciples had learned, 
		and where they were in their own faith walk.  
And as we look at this, we also see that not all tests mean that 
	we’re going to suffer some sort of pain and anguish.
Here in John 6, 5-9 we read… “When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” ” (John 6:5–9, NIV) 
So, here’s this physically HUNGRY crowd of about 5000…
	that’s a lot of folks, especially when you realize that back in Jesus’ day 
		the head-counters only counted the men as the ‘crowd’…
		not quite like how we count attendance today in church life 
		where you count every man, woman, boy, girl, unborn baby 
		and so on, to get a super high number count and look good…
All the same, this also means that this was really a big thing 
	that Jesus was using as His teaching point that would lead up to 
		a great miracle.  
	if you want to consider just how great a miracle, just think about it…
		back in Jesus’ day, this would have meant that the crowd would have 		numbered somewhere in 10,000 to 15,000 range (possibly more)…
		so Jesus has a great ‘give the test now’ moment 
		to see how much his disciples have learned so far 
			since they had been following Him here on earth.  
	Now some might question whether this was a test or not, 
		again, because there wasn’t any real ‘pain’ involved.  
	But, we know it was a test, because the Bible goes on and says so.
So, first, Jesus turns to Philip, and asks the test question…
	where are we going to buy bread for these folks?    
Personally, I suspect that the other disciples were in close proximity 
	and heard this question. 
Here again, although the Bible doesn't say so, I suspect they sort of 
	looked at each other, got a puzzled look on their faces, 
	and probably shrug their shoulders. 
Maybe a few of them even scratch their heads a little. 
	Who knows, maybe they were going,"Man, am I glad that Philip got picked 			on first." 
I want you to notice though, how Philip answered the question. 
I'm not so sure that most of us would not have answered pretty much like he did.
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
Did you hear that? It would take more than half a year's wages…
	by the way that was about 200 denarii…
	so it would take about half a year's wages to buy 
	just enough bread and get this...
	all that 200 denarii would have purchased at the local bread store was 			enough to give each person just a small bite…
		not even enough to satisfy their hunger.
But the thing that this passage tells us…
	and this is the part we’re looking at right here… 
	Is that whenever we're faced with something really big….
		like some big task… Like how to redo a parking lot…
		And not having the money to be able to do that, 
		nor being able to get a bank to loan you the money to do it... 
	the thing that this shows us is that our first inclination tends to be 
		for us to try to figure out HOW we can we take care of the 				situation…and by “we” I mean, “we” even as believers, 
		tend to go into the “I’VE got to solve this myself…”  
		How can “I” do it?  
		In other words, how can “I” can solve the problem using only 				whatever earthly means I might have at my disposal in order to 				accomplish the big task? 
I see Phillip as being there in that thought process.
He was thinking," let's see, we would need X amount of bread to feed these 5000 men… HMMm… 
	How much money will that cost?" Or, HOW can I take care of this?
He had not thought of even considering that just maybe 
	this One Who was called Jesus, Who had turned water into wine 
		at a wedding, or Who had healed people of their dread diseases,… 
	That just maybe this One called Jesus could in fact provide 
		all the food to satisfy the hunger of all these people. 
		Perhaps maybe Philip did not yet know that Jesus 
		was also known as," the bread of life."  Did Phillip bomb that test?  Maybe in part…maybe Jesus just wanted Phillip to come to terms with 
	the sheer magnitude of what He, Jesus, was getting ready to do 
		through the Miracle that He would do.
The next there was Andrew. 
Here is Simon Peter's own brother, again one of followers of Jesus, 
	and he just about got it. 
Look what he says. Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish,
He saw this young boy in the crowd, who had his five small barley loaves 
	and those two little fish, and Andrew associates just a little of something, 
	in other words, these food items… He associates them 
	at least a little bit that they might be somehow related to 
		solving the feeding problem.
And then my favorite word pops up…"But"---that little word, but, 
	it's one of the many "faith – killers," that we, you and I, 
		all face so often when we come face to face with 
			having to deal with some huge problem in life. 
You see, our faith says to us," this is really something big, maybe God can… but, 	No… I think I really need to look at this problem or situation 
		and see what “I” can do about it…how can “I” solve it?”  
So instead of first turning to God, we fall prey to doubt, 
	and we end up I guess sort of like the person who reads 
		the test question, knows the answer, maybe even writes it down, 			[especially if you're like me] I do that all time… 
		And then changes the answer to something that makes sense in 
		my own IBM… Itty-bitty-mind, and find out that I messed up, 
		and missed the answer, but had had it right with my first response. 
So we let doubt, just like Andrew did,…
	we let doubt rule, or should I say, we let doubt win out 
		instead of turning to God for his solution.
Well we know how this account of the feeding of the 5000 turns out. 
	Jesus calls the little boy to him, and he asked him to give him 
		those five little loaves of bread and those two little fish 
		and after blessing, Jesus gives it to the disciples to distribute 
		to those 5000+ people again remember men and women boys 
		and girls… 
And there was enough to not just give everybody a bite, but to fill them 	completely and there was even food left over. The power of God at work.
So the thing I would like for each of us to take away from here today is this:
1. if you want to see your faith grow, then when big issues, or big problems, or tough life situations, or even LITTLE ones, maybe even little daily decisions, are staring you in the face, rather than immediately turning to the negative, and thinking, that there is no way that you can tackle this problem or situation… Instead, stop, and talk to God. Take the situation or problem directly to God first, rather than trying to figure out how you can solve or deal with whatever it is that is the issue of the moment.
2. If you want to see your faith grow, once again when faced with issues of life, or life situations, or problems, be they big or small,…when YOU DO take it to Jesus FIRST, then DON’T go and turn back… In other words don't take it back once you’ve started to think by faith… Instead let Jesus complete your faith otherwise you'll miss the great blessing that Jesus has for you.
God will use all of these testing of our faith things to help us grow in our faith that He planted in us that moment we trusted Jesus.  Have that same attitude that Paul spoke of…know that God uses all things for Good in those who love Him, and just get on board and let Him grow your faith, and get ready for the JOY that will follow.
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