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DBC
Faith: Planted to Grow
Part 2.
It all starts with Jesus!...and our simple faith must be in the ONE THING.  
Faith…That’s what God is looking for!
Mark 10.14-16 and Matthew 8:23-27
“When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.” (Mark 10:14–16, NIV) 
“When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him. And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep. And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm. The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”” (Matthew 8:23–27, NASB95) 

This is without a doubt the most important message 
	that I’ll preach for our Faith: Planted To Grow series.
It takes SIMPLE FAITH…that’s really what God desires in our lives.
Jesus made it so plain when He spoke to the disciples in Mark 10 where He said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.”
Anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
	will never enter it.
The word “children” in vv. 13–14, 16 is a reference literally to the children 
	who were being brought to Jesus at that place.  
	But as is so often the case, there is also a deeper truth 
	that is found in Jesus’ teachings.  
The key to this deeper meaning is found in verse 15 
	where Jesus said, “LIKE A LITTLE CHILD.”  
You see, it was obvious that the disciples and those around Jesus 
	were really miffed, or put out, that these ‘little kids’ 
	were all coming to see Jesus, and were probably getting in the way of 
	the big people…the adults who wanted to see or talk to Jesus.  
So that in itself gives us a teaching point.  
	You see, this tells us that Jesus isn’t very much pleased 
		when we put up obstacles to those who want to come to Him.
I have to ask, just how often has the church or even us 
	as individual Christians…how often have we thrown up barriers 
		to people who were seeking Jesus?
How many times has the church in general wrapped itself in 
	its rules and regulations of how things ought to be done, 
	or what kind of people we want to have in our church building 
	that lost people who were seeking Jesus were turned off by 
		the one place that should have shown Jesus?
May we at DBC NEVER do that to anyone.  Amen?
But just think of some of the barriers that have been put up against people 
	who ‘don’t look quite like we do’ 
	or who ‘don’t act quite like we do’ 
	or who ‘haven’t gotten saved yet and still are living in various sinful states, 			but who are seeking Jesus?’
	Churches tend to give people the cold shoulder that they don’t like, 
		or that don’t fit their mold.
And as individuals, just think of the barriers we Christians put up so often, 
	by just participating in gossiping around work, 
	or by doing things that don’t honor or show Jesus 
		(you fill in the blank for that one yourself).
And the Bible says that Jesus was a bit indignant.  
	Is that an “OUCH moment” for any of us?  
	If so, what are we going to do about it?
The other thing this passage tells us is that there are certain qualities or traits 
	that are found in those who do in fact receive the Kingdom of God…
	Those traits are seen in the meaning of “CHILDLIKE”…
	and would include characteristics such as, 
		“innocence, and humility, and receptive, and trustfulness.”
 We can also get an even better feel for what this means by doing 
	a review of the ancient world to see what society thought of children.  
When we do so, we find that for the most part, children were not well regarded, 	and were really seen as rather insignificant, and weak.  
In fact, a typical child growing up in Jesus’ day would have been fairly helpless 
	in society and really had to depend on someone else.  
	Sure there were exceptions, but that wasn’t the rule.  
So the real focus that comes out of this passage is not only 
	that of the attitude a person needs when he or she comes to Jesus, 
	but that in our faith, we come to Jesus in humility, 
	we come to Jesus in weakness and helplessness, 
	we come to Jesus in complete dependence and trust, 
	and we trust Him to provide and to accept us as His.  
Jesus shows us here, that in fact, when we DO come to Him 
	with that childlike trust, 
	that He does even more than just welcome us 
		with a handshake or something…
	He reaches out and takes us up in His loving arms.  
If you haven’t experienced that personal love offered by Jesus, then you’ve really missed out on the ONE THING that really matters…
I’m talking about having a Genuine Saving Relationship with Jesus Christ.
	God’s Word tells us that Jesus said in John 
	“…I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father 	but through Me.” (John 14:6, NASB95) 
You see…Every one of us who either already has or will have some day, 
	that Saving Personal Relationship with Jesus, 
	started our faith journeys at exactly the same place…
	we start with nothing, 
	and move from that NOTHING to saving FAITH and then to Growing faith.
We had to go through what Jesus called, the “narrow gate”… 
““Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13–14, NASB95) 
What I call “Zero faith” is that period in our lives, where we were wandering 	around on that ‘broad way’ that was leading to destruction…
	and we really didn’t trust in God for anything.
We probably were trusting in all sorts of other stuff,  
	or other people, 
	or even in some brand of religion, 
	but the problem was that we weren’t trusting in Jesus Christ.  
	And because of that, we were heading for destruction, 
		and in most cases didn’t even know it, or we were ignoring it.  
	In other words we were Living without faith in Jesus.
In fact, even IF we were somewhat interested in God, 
	and maybe we were even involved in a church, 
	we still were trying to find ways to please God 
		by doing ‘Good-working-for-Jesus-things’ ourselves.  
	In other words, IF we were interested in God at all, 
	we probably were trying real hard to be good enough 
		to hopefully meet what we thought were the ‘requirements’ of God 			to get into His Heaven, 
		and therefore, we worked hard at trying to “earn” God’s favor 
			by doing a whole bunch of religious good deeds.
On the other hand, IF we were going through our life 
	and we really didn’t care much about God or were flat-out denying Him, 
	we probably were just out there cruising along that same road 
	that leads to destruction, hoping for the best, 
		and buying into whatever philosophy seemed 
			to make sense to us at the time, 
	and just doing whatever we felt like, 
		which might have even included trying to be a good moral person.  
>>>By the way, the road leading to destruction doesn’t really look 
	all that bad while we’re on it, 
	PLUS…it’s being traveled by a lot of other folks…
		and that’s because Satan does a pretty good job of deceiving.  
So if we didn’t care about God, or if we were playing church, 
	and had convinced ourselves that everything was ok, 
	in both cases though, something had to happen to bring about a change.  
And that was normally accompanied by what the Bible calls ‘conviction.’  
Conviction simply means that we had reached a point in our lives, 
	where we knew something just wasn’t working, 
	and we knew it had to change, 
	and some of us finally turned to God as maybe our last hope.
That Conviction though, was God trying to get hold of us…
	it was God’s Holy Spirit at work…
	Let me tell you what the Bible says the Holy Spirit was doing.
I am going to read from the New America Standard Bible here, 
	because it captures the literal translation of the Greek New Testament…
	in John 16, Jesus was talking to His disciples and telling them what was to 	come when He would be offered up as the Sin-Sacrifice for all our sins, 
	and He was telling them about the Promise of the Holy Spirit…
here Jesus said, “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;” (John 16:8–10, NASB95) 
So, one of the main jobs of the Holy Spirit was to be that of pointing out 
	to mankind his or her sin and need for Jesus Christ.  
So when Jesus used the word, ‘convict’ which simply means, ‘to expose’ or to 	‘bring to light’ or to ‘convince or better yet…
	to bring a person to the point of recognizing his or her wrongdoing’
	He was telling us that God loves us so much 
	that He wants us to accept what He has done for us 
	so we could be saved and have a right relationship 
		with Him through Jesus Christ.
Now, every one of us who has trusted in Jesus knows what this was all about…
	we knew we were not cutting it on our own, 
	and we knew in our hearts that all our little religious 
		works and acts just weren’t enough…
	and we knew we were miserable, even though we didn’t want to admit it.  
But through the Holy Spirit’s work and His drawing us to Jesus, 
	we turned to Jesus, and in Him, 
	we were able to experience God’s forgiveness of all our sins 
		and most importantly, our sin of not believing or trusting in Jesus.  
So it was Through the Help of the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
	that we found the Narrow Gate…Jesus Christ.
And once we did admit we needed Jesus, and we admitted we had sinned, 
	and we accepted God’s forgiveness and believed that Jesus 
	had in fact done what He said He had, 
	and we confessed Jesus as our Lord and Savior…
	we found peace that surpasses all understanding, because Jesus saved us. 
You know…you might be at that important turning point 
	in your own life today…maybe this is that time where 
	you’re going to turn to Jesus, and ask His forgiveness of your sin, 
		and put your Trust in Him…
If you sense God calling to you to turn to Him and put your trust in Jesus today…please do that today…
	there’s no magic prayer, or magic words…just tell God you need Him, 
	and ask His forgiveness and tell Him you Believe and accept 
	that Jesus died on the cross for your sins, 
	and that you are now trusting Jesus and turning your life over to Him.
As I shared this past week in the dvd teaching part of our study, 
	the FIRST FAITH PRINCIPLE is that Jesus is the ONE THING 
	we must have in our life if we’re going to have faith, and see it grow.  
	Jesus is the ONE PERSON you and I must have 
	a personal relationship with in order for us to have real faith, 
	and when we trust in Jesus, we take that beginning step 
		for us to be able to please God.  
Have you taken that step in your life?  
	Have you trusted in Jesus Christ to be your Personal Savior and Lord?  


Well…I was going to move from this to the disciples out on the stormy sea, 
	but you know what…I’m going to let you cover that 
	in your small group instead.  
So for today…let’s just respond to Jesus, and 
	if you need those loving arms of Jesus sheltering you, 
	protecting you, loving you, guiding you…just say yes to Jesus.  
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