
LOOK:
Session 1…Exploring Faith
Mark 9:14-24
Hebrews 11:1, NIV
Hebrews 11:6, NIV
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” And Hebrews 11:6 then later says, “and without faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to please God, because anyone who comes to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”
Are YOU trying other ways to PLEASE God?  
Why not TRY what He says…try Faith.
With that, let me say to you…
Well…I hope that by the time we finish this study on FAITH, 
		you can say, wow…my faith is really growing!
Let me share with you just a little of why I’m personally 
	looking forward to preaching and teaching these sessions 
		over the next six weeks.
For one thing, I want to see MY OWN Faith grow too.
But secondly, I don’t see this series as just another Bible Study…
	nor do I see it as the finishing of ALL the work that went into it.  
Instead, I believe this is just the beginning of something NEW 
	as God works through each one of us 
	and through our church to start something really exciting 
		here in the Back Mountain.  
So as we LOOK at this thing called Faith, 
	and as we LEARN about what it looks like, 
	and as we start to LIVE our faith as we respond to God, 
	I believe that a lot of you will be SHOWING JESUS to a lot of people, 
	and over time, there will be a lot of lost people all around this area 
		who will come to know Jesus personally as their Savior and Lord.
But we won’t see those kind of things, 
	UNLESS we are ALL growing in our own faith…
so, let me again ask a question about your own faith…
HAVE you ever struggled with what Faith ought to look like in your life?
Maybe one of the ‘faith things’ you’re struggling with, 
	is saying yes to God about getting serious 
		in your personal walk and spiritual growth, 
		and getting into an small group yourself.
Maybe you’re just using every excuse in the book to say NO to God…
	even though God has shown you in His Word and you KNOW in your heart 			that you really do need to be in one, 
		or maybe God’s even told you that you’re supposed to HOST one.  My question to you on this is…What’s holding you back?  
	Are you using the ‘I don’t have time excuse?’  
	You know, Jesus had time to come down here on earth and 
		go and die on the cross for you and me.  
	Did you ever hear about “first love?”
	Just maybe our LACK OF priorities for Jesus 
		Who loves us most is the reason we use excuses like these.
So, if you’re NOT yet in a small group…
	it’s not too late for you to make that Small Commitment 
		that I asked each of us to make last week…
	Let me review that commit for those of you who weren’t here last week 
		or maybe you were here and you fell asleep, 
Anyway, the commitment I asked all of us to make was this…
	NUMBER 1…to commit to make it a priority 
		to attend worship these SIX weeks, 
		and to listen to the weekly Sermons on these Six Sundays…
	and I said, that if you’ve really got to be out of town for work or 				emergencies, then to commit to listen to that week’s message 
			on our Web site or download it to your iPod…
	Then the SECOND part of the commitment was for each of you 
		TO COMMIT TO GET INTO A SMALL GROUP 
			so that you can study this series in a group of other people.  
We’ve got groups that meet at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on Sundays; 
	and at 3:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sundays, 
	and on Monday nights and Tuesday nights, and Wednesday nights, 
		and some of you are even meeting to study at your workplaces.  
	So there are groups that meet at convenient times all over 
		the Back Mountain and Valley areas.  
	Plus, Dave and Wendy will help you Host one in your own home 
		if none of our current times work for you.  
	Make a point to see them right after the service today 
		and find a group or start your own group…and get started.  

Now let’s jump to our study…
	Quickly about this study…it’s divided into three (3) main AREAS...
		each one being 2 sessions. 
The FIRST AREA I call, “LOOK”…and we’ll do just that that and look at faith, 
	and we’ll start to discover the foundational pieces 
		are needed in our lives so that Faith actually works in our lives. 
Next we’ll take those pieces and we’ll move into the next area, 
	which I call, "LEARN"…
	This is where we examine just what faith might look like in our lives.
And then, there’s the area I call, "LIVE" our faith part,…
	and it’s in these last two sessions that we'll pull together 
	the SIX Principles of Faith that we've learned about, 
	and we’ll really see just HOW to put them into action 
		in our own lives so that we can progress in LIVING out our faith.  
That’s an overview of what the adults are going to be looking at 
	in the next six weeks.  
	But we also felt we needed to have a parallel track for our young people.  	And God brought that about also.
And I’m happy to have been able to have had Gerry Mattive or G2 
	who was our youth pastor come alongside us 
	and write a special curriculum for your young people so that 
		after they watch the same video we all do, 
		then they’ll move into a modified group study 
		that is geared really towards young people 
			who want to grow in their faith.  
Gerry is here today, so I’d like him to come tell us a little about 
	what he felt God wanted to accomplish through the youth portion 
		of the study.
Gerry…
OK…thanks, Gerry.
As you can see, we’ve got something on helping our faith to grow for everyone, 
	so young people, and adults…
	get connected in a small group today so you won’t miss a single session. 
	AND…INVITE some of your friends or family or class mates or work mates 
		to come study with you.
Now,…I want to spend the rest of our time this morning, looking at a really cool “FAITH” passage, and it’s also the one that you’ll use in your first session in your small group…it’s Mark 9:14-24…
“When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” “ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”” (Mark 9:14–24, NIV)
Let’s put this into context…what was happening?  
Well, the passage starts off with…“When they came to the other disciples…”
But you have to understand that in the first part of Chapter 9, 
	James and John and Peter had been with Jesus on what is called 
	THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION, 
	and these three disciples really had an extraordinary genuine, 
		“MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE”…
They not only got to see Elijah and Moses…and were literally blown away 
	seeing these two Old Testament saints, 
	but on top of that, they also witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration 
		and they heard the voice of God say, 
		“This is My SON…whom I love…LISTEN to Him.”
But like all mountain top experiences, they had to come back to where they lived.  And as Jesus and these three disciples came back down…
	what do they see…they see a huge crowd…hear all this arguing.
	I call that the ‘throw ice water on the flames’ time.
But the thing I want us to focus on is first, 
	those words the three, Peter, James, and John, heard…
		that, ”This is MY SON…Whom I love…LISTEN to Him.”
Maybe you’re asking, ‘what has that got to do with faith?’
The basic raw fact of the matter is this…
	it has EVERYTHING to do with faith.  
That’s because Faith INVOLVES the hearing God’s voice, 
	either through His Word, 
	or through Biblical Preaching, 
	or through God’s Direct speaking to you, 
	or through God’s Actions.
You know, the one thing I’ve found out about God is that He doesn’t leave us 
	to just guess or presume what He wants us to do, 
	especially when it is something He deems important…
	like something important that will help us grow 
		in our relationship with Him; 
	or something important like when He wants us to do something…
		like answer a call to ministry or missions, 
		or maybe to share your faith with someone.
LISTENING TO GOD’s Voice is ONE of the Principles of Faith, 
	that you’re going to be studying in the next couple weeks.  
So just like the three disciples, one of the things that might help us in this area, 
	is to remember Who it is Who is speaking to you 
		when you’re reading your Bible 
			or talking with Jesus in your prayers…
Start by remembering that you’re HEARING God’s Own Son, Jesus Christ, 
	God the Son, who not only died for us, but Who loves us, 
		and wants to have a genuine relationship with us.  
	So learn to LISTEN to Jesus.  Practice that Faith Principle and you’ll start to 		see your faith beginning to grow.
Let me quickly give you a couple of ways to do just that.
	First, develop GOOD listening habits.
	That means that you are going to have spend time with Jesus.  
	And the way you start to do that is by 
		1) setting aside time to be in His presence 
			and give Him your undivided attention.  
	Folks…One way PRACTICE that principle, 
		is when you come and worship Jesus with other believers, 
		where you sing praises to Him which helps you focus on Him 
			and you listen to the message that God has given to us 
			through the preacher.  
	You know, I don’t get up here on Sunday mornings 
		to just give a nice ‘little talk’…I really don’t.  
	If that’s all I was supposed to do, I’d make my week a lot easier
		by just downloading a denominational message from Nashville… 
So start to practice Principle ONE…Listen to Jesus…and come worship on Sundays. 	Quite frankly, when you don’t spend some time 
		coming to church to worship, 
		you’re cutting short your spiritual growth all by yourself.  
	Don’t do that.  Make your Sunday worship time a priority.  
2) IF YOU are going to Listen to Jesus, then you’re going to need 
	to spend some time in Bible Study…
	both alone and with other Christians.  
You need to pick a time at home or at work, 
	where you can have some ‘quality time’ to read your Bible 
		and talk with Jesus about what you’re reading.  
	But PRIVATE Bible Study won’t give you all you need either.
		You also need to spend some quality time with God’s Word 
			in a Small Group where together you can talk about 
			what God’s Word is saying, 
		because God uses His community of believers to work through 
			life application issues that you find in His Word.  
		And none of us are so good by ourselves that we don’t need this.  
		I need it myself, which is why I, as an elder and your pastor, 
			am also in a small group.  
		And I’ve even just about got our group trained 
			to treat me as “Jerry” and NOT “Pastor Jerry” 
			when we’re together.
So, LISTEN to Jesus, God’s Son…Listen to Him.  
Develop those good listening habits so that YOUR FAITH can in fact grow.
And the reward is found in chapter 9, verse 23, 
	Jesus said, “EVERYTHING is possible for him who believes.”
	“EVERYTHING is possible…
Can God heal cancer?  Do you believe?  
	Can God heal a broken marriage?  Do you believe?
	Can God find you a job when you’re out of work?  Do you believe?
	Can God cure your hurts, or habits, or addictions?  Do you believe?
	Can God save you from your sins 
		and your ‘going to Hell in a handbasket because 
		you don’t have Jesus’ and your out of control life?  Do you believe?
	He can, and that’s where our faith comes in…
Have you put your trust in the hands of the One Who saves?  
	The One Whose Name is Jesus?  Have you believed in Him?
Just admit that you’re not able to save yourself, 
	and admit that Jesus is God, 
	and that He died for your sins.  
Then, Believe in Him.  Put your trust in Him.  
Ask Him to be your savior and your manager of your life.  
And then Confess Him…tell others that Jesus saved you.  
If you confess me, I will confess you before My Father.
When you believe, everything becomes possible.
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