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Let me tell you, folks…I’m really pumped up and excited about what God is doing with us here at DBC…If you haven’t guessed already, I’m excited about 
	our New Bible Study that starts NEXT WEEK…
And that’s even though I’m not sure exactly what we’re going to see 
	come out of this study, I’m hoping that we’ll see God start a lot of new groups out of this…but even though none of us may see any noticeable immediate results…Us seeing IMMEDIATE results is not what is important…
		I believe that what is important 
		is that we knew that God wanted us to do this study, 
		and we knew that God had something in mind 
		for DBC…and we just had to step out in faith, and obey, 
	and that makes it exciting to be part of whatever it is 
		that God is doing…just like Abraham, and Paul, and James, 
		and many other people of faith experienced excitement in 
		their walk as they responded in faith and pleased God…AMEN???
Well, as you know by now, Next Sunday, Sunday, October 9, 
	we launch our Small Group DVD Bible Study Campaign, 
		which we’ve named, “Faith, Planted to Grow”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I really think this subject called, “FAITH,” is a very appropriate subject 
for us to deal with in depth…First, We’ve all had to trust God right down to the 	wire in just about every area of this study, 
				from writing it, 
				to getting acceptable book files for the printer, 
				to video editing, to getting the books printed, 
			and so on, hmmm…I’m glad now we choose to do the study on 				FAITH, and I guess it’s a good thing 
				we didn’t decide to do a study on ‘SUFFERING.’  
Moving on….Anyway…Faith is something all of us should want to see growing 
	in our lives, because God tells us in Hebrews 11 that without Faith, 
		it is literally IMPOSSIBLE to please Him.
And I believe that as Christians, most of us really do want to please our Lord, 
	for at least several reasons…
	ONE being:  just because of Who God is, 
	and SECOND, because of what He has done for us,…
		just being saved is enough for me.
But there will also be a couple of additional benefits to you 
	as you go through this series…
	First off, you’re going to find how to put into practice 
		Six faith principles that I’ll share with you that will help you 					experience the ‘abundant life’ that God wants us to have 
			in our life journey with Jesus.
	And then second, in your small group, 
		you’re learn how much fun it can be to do 
			Bible study together as well as to meet some new friends.
But even more important, you’re going to learn that you don’t have to be 
	caught up in the false Christian pressuring of doing works 
		in order to please God…
		and that’s going to set you really FREE to Live in Christ…
What that means is that as we explore this thing called faith and how it grows, 
	we’ll see that we can’t substitute “doing good Christian work-type things’ 
		for real faith, 
		although a lot of Christians try to do just that 
			and they end up frustrating themselves 
			as they try to please God  by working harder for Jesus 
				by doing more and more of 
				the supposedly good things that all good Christians 
				and all good Southern Baptists are supposed to do….
By the way, this “doing works in the name of Jesus thing” 
	wouldn’t have worked had it not been for pastors and local churches 				encouraging and furthering that sort of teachings…
		as we used strong-arm tactics to try to recruit people 
			to do VBS or various ministries or serve on various committees 				by using guilt trip logic, 
		Or by using the pulpit to tell people that if 
			they were really good Christians, 
			then they’d want to be involved in this ministry or that one, 
			because the church needed that ministry to reach people 
				because a good church has to have such and such…
My question is: Where’s FAITH in any of that?  
And this is what James was talking about when he concluded his discussion on 
	works without faith, and faith without works, where he said,  
		‘faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself’ (James 2:17)
	Good Works come out of faith, not faith coming out of works.
So here’s that word…Faith…but what is it?  
Well, I’ll explore the definition and the six principles in the weeks to come, 
	but very briefly for today, a short definition of faith 
	that comes from the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary is this:  “Throughout the Scriptures…faith is the trustful human response to God’s self-revelation via His words and His actions.[footnoteRef:1]”  keep those words in mind:   ‘TRUSTFUL…RESPONSE ’ 
	…that is important. [1:  Chad Brand, Charles Draper, Archie England et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 547.] 

You might even want to write that down somewhere in your Bible…because  one 	of the things I believe you’ll find out in the weeks ahead 
	is that as you dig deeper into God’s Word and learn about Faith in your 			small group, 
	you’re going to discover something really neat…
You’ll find out that your faith was planted by God so that it would grow…
	which means then, that faith isn’t some sort of 
	‘Sunday School or Bible Study cerebral-learning exercise’  
		or just something to talk about… 
		but instead it is something that the Lord not only planted 
		in our lives but that HE also expects will do something in our lives. Now some of you may be saying, but pastor, how do you know 
	that it was God Who planted our faith?  Isn’t faith just a concept?
Actually we know the answer…God has already given it to us.
You see, the Bible says God is the One Who did the planting.  That’s neat.  
Think about it…away with the pressure already…
	because it means that you and I don’t have to try 
		to figure out how to get faith,…or try to figure out what sort of good works we must do to please…INSTEAD, Faith is planted by God…God is the One Who plants it.
Listen to Romans 12:3…“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.” (Romans 12:3, NIV) 
At the same time, we can’t divorce works and faith…because since God gave us faith, He obviously wants us to do something with it.
So one of the things we’ll learn more about 
	and hopefully we’ll each put into practice as we go through 
		the study is that of putting our faith into action.  
That trustful response thingee again.
Here’s where we go to the Bible because the Bible is full of examples of people 	who did just that, and as they did so, their faith would grow.
One such example we find in the Bible is seen in the life of Abraham…
	I’ll explore more of his life in the study, 
	but one thing that I want to share with you today is that 
		we find that Abraham was not only a friend of God, 
			but because of Abraham’s faith, 
			God counted Abraham as Righteous…
	in other words, Abraham was saved by his faith, 
		but not just by ‘saying that he had faith’, 
		but it was his ‘faith with action’…that saved him…
		in other words, in Abraham’s life, 
		we see a growing and active faith…a ‘responding to God in faith’…
		and it was that kind of Faith which pleased God.
You see, so what God’s Word shows us is that you and I don’t please God 
	by just doing a bunch of churchy-looking ‘rituals’ by attending ‘church’…or  
	you know doing things like showing up on Christmas and Easter, or 	attending church weddings and funerals and just making ‘our appearance.’
You see, God wants us to honor Him by going to church…yes…
	but we honor Him when we go to worship because 
	we WANT to because of Who He is and because we really do Love Him more than anything else…above all else…
	just coming to play church or to try to get our ‘good deed chart’ 
		to get another gold star doesn’t please Him.
God simply wants us to do our good deeds because we Love Him 
	and because we want to HONOR Him through our service 
		that comes out of our love for Him.
You know, Jesus even spoke about this when He spoke of 
	the Final Judgment where He said, “All the nations will be gathered before 	him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 	clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 	When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”” (Matthew 25:32–46, NIV) 
What it all comes down to is this…
	Faith with loving works is the kind of faith that impresses God 
		and puts a smile on His face…AND…
		it’s the kind of growing faith that so completely fills us, 
			and causes us to simply live every day following Jesus, 
		as we let Jesus live through us.
So, over the next weeks we’ll be going explore what a growing faith 
	really looks like in the life of a Christian 
	and how six faith principles will help EACH of us increase our faith, 
	and will help our faith SHOW Jesus to others.
PLUS, we’ll find out that as we let our faith grow and work in our lives, 
	we will even have the extra benefit of finding an increase 
	in something that each of us really wants…
	and that something is this thing called joy.  
Maybe you even remember that in the Bible, James told his hearers 
	about having this joy even when they are bombarded with 
		all sorts of really nasty stuff…that’s why he said in verse 2, 
	…when you encounter various trials, consider it all joy, my friends.
OK…that brings me to this…here’s my challenge to each of us today…
So, I’m going to ask you all to do something today…
	I’m going to ask each of you here to make a really small commitment.
In fact, it’s only for JUST six short weeks…
	I’m asking you to do this because I know beyond any doubt 
		that it will help each of you in our Christian walk…
		and it will end up giving you not only a growing faith, 
		but a life that more filled with the joy that only Jesus Christ can give you 
			IF you’re following Him.
Here’s the commitment...  
It’s a two part one…and it will take both of them for them to work in your life.  
1.  First, for the NEXT Six Weeks, I would like each of us to 
make the commitment to attend one of our worship services each Sunday.  
So would you do this?  Would you try to NOT schedule anything on those next Sundays so you can be here for this study…IN OTHER WORDS…
		try not to schedule trips out of town, or vacations, or anything…
		Again, make these next six Sundays a number one priority to be here.  
Now, I know that some of you have to work on Sundays…
		and your bosses won’t let you off, or if an emergency comes up…
		if that’s the case, then do this…watch the service, or listen to the 			message early in the week before your small group meets, so that you’ll be ready.  That’s part ONE…hear EACH of the weekly messages that lead into each week’s study.
2. Second…this has to do with being in one of our small groups for this Six Week Study.  
I’m asking you to make the commitment to get into a small group, 
		or even host one yourself and inviting at least another couple 
			or several other people to join with you.  
You see, what I’ll be preaching on Faith, is not the same material that is covered in the Small Group…so if you miss one, you’ll miss part of what I’m teaching that week, both from the pulpit and from the DVD that you’ll watch in your small group.  
Plus, you’ll find that in your group, you’ll get even more out of the study, as you study with other people.  
So, again, for just the next six week, find a group and join with them in this study.  
We’ve got groups that meet on Sundays, 
	we’ve got groups on Mondays, and Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, 
	and Thursdays…
	and again, you can even start your own…
	maybe meeting at your workplace, or at a coffee shop 
	(you just take your laptop to view the DVD)…
	you can do this just about anywhere.
You can see Dave or Wendy and they’ll help you figure out what might be the best group for you.  
Or if you want to host one yourself, they’ll set you up with everything you need. 
So…for our response time today…I want each of us to pray and then commit to be an active part of this study…you won’t be disappointed.  
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